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Overview
uWinter 2020 semester (16 
weeks)
uLiterary and Experimental 
Research at NSU 
(Experimental was delayed 
due to Covid)
u3 credit Independent Study 
Course counts for 1 ExEL
credit
How did we 
get this 
opportunity?
Looked for dental research opportunity on 
NSU website
Emailed Jeff Hartman (jhartman2@nova.edu)
Directed me to Dr. Movila (my current 
independent study supervisor)
Emailed Dr. Movila my resume and wrote 
about my interest
Received a response to set up a meeting with 
him
What we did:
u Gathered peer-reviewed articles 
and papers to learn more about 
our topic
u We evaluated the several 
virulence factors of P.gingivalis
then narrowed our research to 
the specific virulence factor our 
paper focused on (sphingolipids)
u Analyzed the impact of 
periodontitis on other systemic 
diseases
Our Experience
u Learned in depth about periodontitis and gum 
inflammation and was able to make connections 
while shadowing
u The signaling transduction of P. gingivalis was 
seen again while taking microbiology and 
cellular molecular biology
- GEENA
u After learning about the pathogenesis of 
periodontitis and its association with other 
systemic diseases, I realized the importance of 
educating others on the connection between 
oral and systemic health. Throughout this 
project, I learned how to effectively analyze 
sources and organize the material into a 
coherent narrative.
- MICHELLE
THE END
